City of Sawyer· Wayne Flores
· Mike Beeter
· Golden Melland
· Susan Schmidt
· Tom Kempf
· Ken Yarbrough
· Tessa Miller

April 6th 2026 
Council Meeting 
7:00 pm –

· 7:00-7:05 Visitors: Jayme Albright, Jen Peart, Tim Folden, Gracie Moore, Dennis Killmer.
· Speaker Cards: No speaker cards
· Susan spoke about some old building permits that someone is looking for, throwing some threats at the city about it. We don’t have records back that far, and state law says we don’t have to keep records of permits that long. We are only required to keep them for 3 years, though we do have permits in the office currently back to 2002. But we just want council to be aware of this and if the threats keep happening, we direct them to Don or Debra. 

· 7:05-7:40 New Business: 
· Designate City Official Newspaper TM said she submitted to the county for the election candidates, and we have to ask them to put the official paper on the ballot as well. So she did request it to be on there this June.
· Rate Analysis Tm explained that North Prairie said they are not increasing rates this year, but Verendrye and Ottertail are. So going off the numbers of what we ended at last year, we were short on the street lighting. So she recommends we do $1.25 increase. And garbage should be increased $0.40 for the standard can and $0.60 for extra totes. The minimum bill would be $99.25. TK asked if we have a contract with garbage, yes we do but in their contract they are allowed to increase 3%. Tk motioned to approve, GM 2nd, MB & SS aye. TM will post it in the info bits for 2 months before it takes effect. GM asked about the clean up dumpsters. TM said Circle sent out a letter saying they are bringing them in on April 21st and leaving on the 28th. The branch and leaf dumpsters can come in whenever we are ready for them. SS asked if we are going to do anything different to police the dumpsters? KY said we have the cameras up now, TM said I also sent out an acceptable and unacceptable list that came from circle with every water bill.
· Chapter 11 review GM asked if we have an ordinance allowing pit bulls. We have 1 pit bull in town is a registered service dog. GM said he seen one the other day was someone that was walking a German Shepherd and another one that looked like a pit bull. TK said if us as council sees it we should be able to stop and tell them no pitbulls in town. SS said under vitious animals she wants to add “based on the actions and as determinded by council.” KY asked if someone comes up in my yard or in the house, they get bit, its not the dogs fault right? SS and MB said no that’s what the dog is designed for. MB said if it bites someone off your property. SS said killing of dangerous animals, it should say killing of dangerous wildlife. TM said she had someone complain about bunnies coming in their garden and eating their veggies, they carry disease. TK said he thinks we should leave it as a member of law enforcement and leave it as animals. SS said so are we saying take out “ any other person” yes. SS said under housing, it should say no person shal cause or allow any unstable housing, kennel, or yards. In regards to horses, dennis is the only one with a horse left. So in B. it shall be unlawful to keep horses in the city except those before 2011 and anything else regarding horses can be scratched. SS also recommends we change the number of animals to 4 as long as they follow other requirements. And also add with council approval. Tk suggested we add if geneticas are questioned by city council, the owner will be required to provide DNA testing at owners expense. GM brought up the breeding of animals. SS said what if we add with concent of city council. TK said how about concent of the neighbors and city council. Under strays, get rid of the last sentence. Under licenses, SS said id rather it just says all pets must be registered, no fee. Tm asked if she could send a blank pet register form out with water bills and just see how many we get back, being this wont be changed for at least another 3 months. SS said this is not a money maker for the city, it actually seems like more of a deterant. TM said she did get a lot of people to come in and register last year when council waived the fee. SS said in disposition of unlawful dog put unregistered dog or cats. And under impounded, change it to any member of the city council can also take an animal to the pound. We don’t know what the current situation is for a pound. TM said she called every pound in the area and no one would take one. SS said if the county and the city of minot get this pound, we should go infront of the county and ask them to be willing to take them at the cities expense which we will turn around and bill back to the owner. MB said well if the county is involved, we shouldn’t have to go infront of them. We will see what happens, revisit later. TK asked about the breeding and raising of rats section because it list hampsters and guinea pigs. SS said a limit of 4. TK then said if it deficated on someone elses property, must be cleaned up. WF said what he has been told is unless they are willing to file a complaint about it or get a picture, there isn’t anything we can do about it. SS said yep. SS said ok animals at large; can anyone of council direct Ken to write the citation? Ken said if the dog is running and I see it, yes. Tm said we would need either the complaint or picture proof with something in the background to prove that its not on the owners property. 

· 7:40-7:40 Old Business: 
· 

· 7:40-8:00 City Staff Update:
A) PWD: 
·    Par Grant (request from last meeting for Tim & Ken to attend) KY said he hasn’t heard anything on the PAR grant, just the Jesse is no longer with Moore Engineering and we will be getting one of the Josh’s. but we have not heard any update as far as the grant.
· GM asked Ken about a house down the street from her house and KY said he has not wrote them up yet because of winter, as soon as it gets nicer out I will be writing them up. WF inturrupted and said this should have been on a speaker card, lets move on. GM said then I’m bringing it up. That house should have been dealt with when we first appointed the ordinance enforcer. WF said how are you supposed to deal with this stuff in the winter? GM said this stuff has been there for at least a year and now hes adding more stuff to it. Dumpsters are comin in soon, we expect them to get it cleaned up then. TM will send a letter.
B) Auditor: 
· March Meeting Minutes: Approved   Denied   Motion By: GM 2nd: TK. SS & MB aye 
· February Financials  Approved   Denied  SS asked about the FEMA Funds, where are we getting money in that fund? TM said she messed up when we switched banks, she actually put the $9,000 in that fund twice by mistake. SS made motion to move that $9,000 to the general. Motion By:SS  2nd: TK, GM & MB aye. 
· TK asked if the plow is fixed. KY said yes, we don’t have the bill yet. GM asked if we had asked anyone else? KY said no we just used who we’ve always used.  SS asked if it would be a good idea to put something out there looking for people in town with skills. Tessa will put it in the info bits.
· Aged Balance Report: 6 Notices Sent. No response from any yet. 2 had PTP, 1 no response, 1 PIF, 2 Partial payments.
· Fire Department Water Usage for March: 0 gallons.

· Ordinance Enforcer & Judge
· No citations issued for March.


· Motion to adjourn regular Council Meeting at 7:56 pm    By: MB 2nd: TK, GM & SS aye.Expenses For Approval: $13,904.90  
motioned to approve by SS, 2nd by TK, GM & MB aye
 Badger $22.38, Advanced Bus. $169.64, FDHU $30.00, NPRW $3389.75, SRT $19.95 (Gas Pump), Enerbase $1583.95, Western Agency $2498.00, Pump & meter $498.60

Upcoming Auto Pay: 
Quickbooks $293.00, Ottertail $1922.60 Ottertail for Gas Pump $47.96, Ottertail for old SRT Building $214.07. SRT $243.50. Verendrye $14. Circle Sanitation $2957.50. 


