City of Sawyer· Wayne Flores
· Mike Beeter
· Golden Melland
· Susan Schmidt
· Tom Kempf
· Ken Yarbrough
· Tessa Miller

June 1st 2026 
Council Meeting 
7:00 pm –

· 7:00-7:05 Visitors: Eileen Darkow, Brian Lagge, Andy Hoff, Gracie Moore, Dennis Killmer, Mandy Vigness
· Speaker Cards: None

· 7:05-7:40 New Business: 
· Liquor License Renewals SS motioned to approve 1910 bar & Grills renewal, TK 2nd.
· SIC wants to use the baseball field: SS asked how we can insure it when we don’t own the propert. MB said the school told him to use the bus barn, he had to get his own insurance for the ribfest. Tk asked what it cost, MB doesn’t remember. SS when we have a wedding or anything in here, we require event insurance. TM said what shes asking is she ok to have event insurance under the cities policy for the baseball event. MB said he is ok with it if SIC pays for it. SS asked if we could get more information on it at the next meeting. MB made motion to let her get the insurance under the city, but they pay for it. SS 2nd, TK & GM aye.
· Eileen wants to speak to council. She has an issue with the changing the ordinances and banning a certain breed of dog. She says the worst ones were next to her, poms. She has an issue with the ordinance that states no pitbulls, chows, or dobermans. If we want young people to move to this town, we cant be dictating what breeds they cannot have here. People are not going to get rid of their dogs to live here. She asked what has council done with the dogs that did bite someone. SS said they were told to remove the dog. She asked about the one that bit Julie. We have no idea what shes talking about. SS said Julie did not want to force the issue and cause a stir. TK said his son has a pit, and it is on the training but it does also depend on the dog. Eileen said but if they stay in their yard its not an issue. SS said Minot wishes they had never changed and allowed pitbulls because a bunch of people got them and now, pitbulls are the most abandond breed. TK said he ic concerned about the fact that our ordinances are after the fact, so it doesn’t prevent the unspeakable from happening. And a pitbulls jaw locks. MB said the way he looks at it, he agrees with Eileen and everyone else. It’s all about how the dog is raised. But he said if he saw a kid get bit, he would rather try to pry a german shephard off a kid then a pit bull. If we leave it as it is, we don’t have to worry about it. Mandy said she has her 3rd rottweiler. And it is not just how they are raised. She has raised hers nicely with good training. But this 3rd one she has is just a crab ass. He is not trusted. Tm asked Eileen why after all the years she was on council, was this not an issue back then. Eileen said she wanted to. Then says her next issue is that we are changing these ordinances they are supposed to be posted 3 times, they are not being posted. SS asked Tessa if she is posting them. TM said yes 2 or 3 times I have put in the info bits that we are reviewing them, I have not specifically put what is being changed. Wayne said we don’t have to post them unless the fine is changing. SS in the past council requested when certain ones were being changed. And according to NDCC when a fine is changed, we have to post it. TM said the only thing we have changed number wise, is the building permit fees which are fees, not fines. TM said and things could change with the election. The county decides what the official paper is, then our citizens vote on do we have to publish in the official paper. Mandy said to check on that because the school just went through it, if its posted on the website that was good enough. Eileen said last thing is, people walking on the dikes. Is anything being done about that? TK said I remember seeing something out there that that is private property. TM said she spoke with Ward County about it, WC said it is private property of the property owners. So, if they are trespassing, call them in. Golden said he heard they are going to make it an open channel for kayaks. BL said not. They just need to stay out. 

· 7:40-7:40 Old Business: 
· 1st read chapter 11: SS said second paragraph, Dangerous animals. Keeping of certain animals prohibited, B. this should say owners and city council. AH said why would you do that. If the majority of the people want it and agree to it, council can’t come in after the fact and say no. you work for the people. SS said it’s the property owners and council not the town. MB said he agrees with Andy. Mandy said we should change the 2 acres rule. Un nuetered males over 18 months are not allowed, should be added as B 1. MB said he has 2 questions. 1) why is everyone so dead set against horses? No one had an answer. He said the people that were looking at buying Ahos, they had these hoops to jump through. TK said maybe there’s shell shock yet from the thing that happened with Ahos horses. SS asked Mike if hes saying if they meet the 2 acre requirement the should just be able to get a horse? MB said no I say leave everything the same, there’s no reason we need to be involved. It would be my responsibility as the owner to get the concent of the neighbors. Lets be real. How many places is there in Sawyer that can actually have them with the 2 acre requirement. Just Ops, Ahos and Dennys. GM said number 2 should be Number 4. Eileen asked if we are changing the animals 3 to 2. No 3 to 4. Domestic.  Mb said 4 permitted animals. So if they have a horse and the 2 acres, they can only have 3 other pets. SS article 2 dogs and cats, referances of license. TM said that’s her question, do we still issue the tag, and should I change everywhere it says license to registered? SS said forget the tag. TK pointed out the section that says breeding of pits. We need to get rid of it completely if we are following through with this ban. SS said you can’t get rid of them if it’s a ESA. Andy said that’s not enough time anyways. 8 weeks instead of 4. SS lets go back to license and tags. MB said get rid of them just do the registering. TK said get rid of them. GM agreed. So anywhere it says license needs to be changed. Under disposition of unclaimed dogs and cats, the word destroyed need to be changed to removed from the city. SS made motion to move forward to 2nd read with those changes, MB 2nd. GM & TK aye. 

· 7:40-8:00 City Staff Update:
A) PWD: 
·    Kent & Brian went and sprayed the city hall, the park and the pump house. He said sorry for not sending a notice out that we were going to be doing that, it wasn’t intentionally kept from everyone.
· The Harper is being worked on by Chris Albright. He is waiting on parts. 
· Josh from Moore Engineering sent out an email suggesting that someone from council go to the meeting on June 17th to lobby for our want of the 60% of the grant so they don’t get rid of it. He was hoping council would attend. Susan said she would go. 
· Eileen asked Ken if he is still following his schedule for the hydrants. Ken said yes, when we were on the well we did it twice a year. but since we switched to NPRW we only do it once a year, usually in July. NDRW will be out to map the water lines soon. We do not have a set date for this yet.
B) Auditor: 
· May Meeting Minutes: Approved   Denied   Motion By: TK   2nd: GM, MB & SS aye. 
· April Financials  Approved   Denied   Motion By:     2nd: TM asked for this to be denied due to a typo. Council did deny. On the budget VS actuals. She asked about the late fee. TM said the new system doesn’t rec, it as a late fee. SS said we need to be charging the late fee. TM said she will look at it. She has tried to fix this before. Yes it shows on the water bill as a late fee, but it doesn’t register in the fund as a late fee. SS said she does not like this new system. Salaries under HWY and Enterprise, why are they not the same. TM said she has not finished putting stuff in yet. And fuel, is showing 0, TM said I don’t know why. TK moved to deny, GM aye, SS & MB aye.
· Aged Balance Report: 6 Notices Sent. 
· Fire Department Water Usage for May: 1400 gallons. AH said we were probably closer to 4500 because of training.
· TM said she did not get the Moore Engineering invoice on the bill list.
· SS asked about the gas pump server. Phil went to get gas, pump would not engage. Tessa had Ken look at it, it said no network. The main server, took a crap. James has one and can get it in on Wednesday for $2500.00. AH asked what have we made on it this year. TM said there is $17k in the account, it still owes the city start up money. But it’s not putting us in debt. MB said the pump has basically paid for itself, but the upgrades like moving the power and the new card reader are still owed. SS said we need to get air in that shed. MB said he will call the electrician, he was supposed to put a exhaust fan in there. 
Also needed to request envelopes. Approved.

· Ordinance Enforcer & Judge
· No citations issued for May.

· Other Council Items
MB gave permission for Darwin to mow County lot. TK suggests we look at getting a second mower. MB said he agrees with Tom. MB said getting a second mower would save on the Harper and its too big to be mowing the park. KY said it gets around the park a good 90%. But leave the harper for the dikes, the lagoons. SS asked if we can get by with a riding mower or does it have to be a zero turn? TM asked if she could check on gooseneck? SS said also check with Enerbase where Gordy works. MB said do some looking and bring it to us and we will go from there. Ken said I can go to Menards. MB said no not Menards, check out Hausers, their machines might cost more but they are more commercialised. And I know a lot of people that have that brand of mower from hausers and the work good. TK I agree we should strongly look at Hausers to support local. 

Mandy asked if she can buy the other liquor license. Tk asked why. Just to prevent someone else from buying it? Mandy said no she has some plans in the works and might need it and this way she doesn’t have to have a battle if she needs it later. Figured she would ask since the license is up for grabs right now. MB said he doesn’t have an issue with it. TK agreed. SS just so I understand. You want to buy the liquor license. Right now its attached to that location. Mandy asked does it have to be? MB said my feels are its not attached to that location because they relinquished it back to the city so to me, its not attached to a building. SS an inactive license doesn’t have to be decided at this meeting. The question is, can she buy it. Can 1 liquor license holder hold both licenses. MB said get the application today, turn it in for the next meeting, and we will decide next meeting. There is nothing prohibiting you from applying.  


· Motion to adjourn regular Council Meeting at 8:13 pm    By: MB       2nd: TK, GM & SS aye.Expenses For Approval: $23401.06 MB motioned to approve, TK 2nd, SS & GM aye.
 Badger $22.38, Advanced Bus. $183.99, FDHU $30.00, NPRW $3321.25, Sundre $422.95, RDFC $13197.76, Darwin (mowing) $110.00, Kent (spraying) $300.00, P&H $112.50, NDRW Dues $275.00

Upcoming Auto Pay: 
Quickbooks $293.00, Ottertail $1845.81, Ottertail for old SRT Building $66.18, SRT $248.74, Verendrye $14,
 Circle Sanitation $2957.50. 


