City of Sawyer· Wayne Flores
· Mike Beeter
· Golden Melland
· Susan Schmidt
· Tom Kempf
· Ken Yarbrough
· Tessa Miller

July 6th 2026 
Council Meeting 
7:00 pm –MB called the meeting to order.

· 7:00-7:05 Visitors: Gracie Moore, Eileen Darkow, Dennis Killmer, Mandy Vigness, Jayme Eklund 
· Speaker Cards: 

· 7:05-7:20 New Business: MB postpones the chair and cities reelection until we have a full table. TK motioned to approve, SS 2nd.
· Permit for Ribfest for FD – SS motioned to approve, TK 2nd, GM aye.
· Permit for 1910 to serve alcohol at ribfest- TK motioned to approve, SS 2nd GM aye.
· Haunted House Permit- TK motioned to approve, GM 2nd, SS aye.

· 7:20-7:50 Old Business: 
· Trees In the park- KY said we have 3 trees that died and need to be replaced. Council had said they wanted something as colorful as what was there. KY & TM went to Towner and talked to the guy there and learned a lot. We came up with a Spring Snow Crabapple and an Amur Mapel. To have the old ones removed, the trees and replanting will cost $1,100.00. SS asked where these trees are, KY said one is by the awning, one is by the basketball court and one of them is going to be moved to a different spot. SS asked since we already have 2 of the snow crabs and the aumr mapel grows more like a bush. SS thinks we may need taller trees for shade. KY said the guy in towner suggested these trees because of the sunblistering problem the previous ones had. MB said well if it gets 20 ft wide, that should provide plenty of shade. SS said it also drops a lot of nuts. And it grows little sprouts. KY said we could go with the Sierra Mapel, but we would need to figure out how to stop the blistering thing that killed it. TK suggested just do 3 of the snow crabs? KY said the only reason we picked these 2 was for the color variation they provide. MB said to Susans point, if a guy stays ontop of the shoots I think it would be ok. TM asked if we like the snow crabs but not the aumr mapels? MB said no we just need to take care of the shoots but we like the variety. MB said he would like to talk to the people who donated the trees. KY said yes once I knew what we were going with, I was going to call them. SS asked what we are doing with the one that snapped off at the basketball court. KY said that was a poplar, so Cody. SS said she has 2 poplars they were going to put at the park. MB said he doesn’t think we should put one back in that spot. GM asked if lowes garuntees these trees at all? KY said a year. Mandy asked if we have had the soil tested, KY said no. TK motioned to get those 3 from Lowes, SS 2nd, GM aye. MB told TM to get him the names and he will call the donation people.
· 3rd read of chapter 11- SS suggested we reword the pitbull part. All offspring born of pitbull decent must be removed from the city limits after …. Eileen said you have to list all animals that are not allowed. Not just pitbulls. SS said yes it should say any offspring of an unlawful dog should be removed from the city limits no later then 8 weeks. Eileen asked about people who visit. Council said not an issue, they are not residents here permenatly. SS said when this is approved and published, if anybody throws a fit about the pits and stuff, direct them here- we have been talking about this for how many months. They don’t need to be coming in the office and yelling at you. SS said motion to approve with the changes, TK 2nd, GM aye. TM asked if council would like to see a final draft next meeting they said no.
· Par Grant- Ss explained that Moore Engineering asked that we send a representative from the city to the meeting for grant funds. A lot of other cities were there, contractors, NPRW was there. basically, if they change iit from 60% to 25% there is no way small towns can afford to do these projects. It’s especially hard for small towns. In sawyer we levy $90,000 every year and that keeps the city afloat, so a million dollar water project, will never happen for us. Eileen asked why are they wanting to change it. SS said this is on replacements, they would rather focus on new. So we don’t know if it did any good but we gave our input. TM asked if they want her to sign the contract with Moore Engineering for the study of the water lines. SS said if we ever do a water project, we need it. KY said the study is good for 2-5 years. If we get approved for the Grant, 15k is covered. SS made motion to approve. TK said if its only good for 2 years, what if we get stuck with the full bill right now, but in 2 years we could get stuck with the full bill anyways. MB said do we really see ourselves in 2 years, paying this much for the study. KY said in 2 years if we decided to do the project, we will only have to add a couple things to it to bring it up to date. SS said if we do this project, we need to do it when the county is messing with the road. TK said but they decided they are just doing an overlay not ripping up the whole road like we thought. Gm said we are still going to have to repave where we have to rip it up and they are just doing the overlay ontop. SS said I don’t think we are going to ever have the money to do this large of a project but the lines are already how old? KY said the lines are well over 60 years old. GMs motion to not move forward with this right now, TK agreed so did MB. SS said if they aren’t ripping up the road then that changes my vote, I agree with the guys.
· 7:50-8:20 City Staff Update:
A) PWD: 
·   Extra Mower – KY explained the mower from Hausers was the cheapest one him and Tom were able to find. MB said he stopped and talked to Brian, Brad Beeter has that same exact mower now for 5-6 years and hasn’t had any problems and he uses it a lot. So it is a good mower. TK explained that he likes this mower because of the rear discharge, no throwing rocks. SS asked where would this mower be being used? KY said the park, along the tracks, the west side of town and any residental lots. SS asked why we are mowing the ball park. KY said he does the top outside for snow removal purposes. SS said her thought is we bought that harper for 48 thousand and we have stuck thousands into repairs, the original agreement was that phil was supposed to do the park which he hasn’t been doing. SS said she doesn’t think we should be doing any part of the county or the schools properties. KY said the onlhy reason he is doing that is because when Denny was mayor, he told me to make the approaches look better. MB said he agrees with 1 pass to keep it clean. SS said if we didn’t do it, would the county do it. MB  and KY said no. they come out once in the spring and once in the fall. Gracie asked if hes is picking up garbage when hes mowing. MB said we are off topic, lets get back to the mower. Tk said we need something as a back up GM said he agrees. MB said the other thing is this is a gas mower, that we ourselves can work on. KY said yes we spent a lot of money to fix the harper, but chris actually fixed it! Didn’t just send us a large bill and it wasn’t fixed. Mandy asked if the harper is fixed is it necessary to spend 14k on a back up mower? Tk said it took almost all summer to get it back, and the harper isn’t designed to mow like the park with sharp turns. Mandy asked if we could go with the more residental one to maybe save some money? MB said you have a good point, so I went out and talked to Brian Hauser about it. I think we could get by with that, but the pros and cons of both machines, for what we want and need, we need the larger of the residential. KY said with the old machine phil had, he was constantly changing belts and stuff on it. This new one he hasn’t had long enough yet to know. This mower will not be used on the lagoons but it will be used in areas that are flat that we can save some work for the harper. GM pointed out it does have a 5 year and 300,000 warranty on the pumps and motors. Eileen said and with proper maintanence wit should last a long time. Someone asked if he does repairs on it if needed. MB said he probably has a guy. SS asked if we are debating if we need the commercial one or the residential one? MB said I guess we are deciding if we need one and then which one. SS said she believes we need one. The commercial one is 14, the residential one is 7. But you’re not getting the cooling pumps in the residential one. KY said we also went to Acme and Gooseneck. They were way higher priced, like 20k. Tk made motion to approve buying the 14k mower from Brian Hauser, MB 2nd GM Aye, SS aye. 
· Reminder NDRW will be here the week of the 20th to do the mapping of the water and waste water system. There is a yearly fee $50 a year.
·   Cost of Harper Repairs SS wants to revisit the mowing areas at the next meeting. She asked in Mandy will take it back to the school to get clairification as well. And reach out to the county, SS said she will talk to Dana. We don’t have a total of everything yet, its roughly 7000.00. Tm explained chris billed us $2,500. The Credit card was $3,300 something which is parts for the harper and some stuff for SIC.
B) Auditor: 
· May Meeting Minutes: TK wanted correction to a part he said, “said his son has a pit, and it depends on the training but also depends on the dog. Approved   Denied   Motion By: TK   2nd: SS, GM aye 
· April Question on the propane tanks. What are they filling? SS wants TM to call them.  Approved   Denied  May Financials  Approved   Denied   Motion By:SS approved both. 2nd: TK, GM aye
· Aged Balance Report: 8 Notices Sent. 6 we have not heard from, 2 made payments. TM said 1 of those is a new person. The previous owners skipped out on their bill. According to the ordinance, the new owner is responsible for the previous bill. And Sherry Miller, she has been paying 2 street lights and water imp. Fee. But according to the county, its 1 lot. And they had Ken fill in the curb stop recently. Council agreed to remove the extra street lighting andwater imp fee. Mandy said she has a question on that ordinance. If I skip out on my bill, it’s the new owners problem? MB said yes it stays with the property. He said if I let my water bill get up to $400 and I move out of state, how is the city going to find me to get their money? Mandy said you use a collection agency. They find you. SS said we don’t collect socials when we set up water bills, and come October if there is an unpaid bill we assess it to the property taxes because our ordinances are stated that way. Minot uses a collection agency because their ordinance doesn’t say that. Mandy says but is that fair to our new community person. SS said its not but its up to the agent to check for that. TM said and that’s on me, when they email and ask about specials I tell them that. Mandy asked if I can tell them that though. SS and MB said just tell them there is an outstanding utility bill. Mandy said while you guys are reviewing ordinances, I strongly think you should relook at that. I’m not going to pay someone elses debt when I buy a property. That’s not my responsibilty to pay that. SS said if you send it to collections you are lucky if you collect 60%. MB said but on the flip side, the city needs this money to operate. As a small community like this, it becomes a burden when you aren’t collecting the money we need to keep things going. 
· Fire Department Water Usage for June: 0 gallons.
· Budget first look – TM we are levying 87, which is the 3% higher then last year, we have put in the projected revenues. The only one that really needed explination on those is the $16,000 check in Misc. was a check wrote out to the City but was for the Fire Department. SS asked about the beer and liquor license? MB said we don’t put it in there as accounting for it to come in, we leave it out it’s easier to manage if we don’t and if we do get it, then it’s like a bonus. TM asked if there was any questions. MB asked when this has to be turned in, SS said around the 10th of August. TM said And we need to have a budget meeting between Sept 7th and Oct 7th.  SS said let’s set that date now. MB said September 16th at 7. All council says they are ok with it. *remind council a few days before*
· TM has a receipt from Darwin Hedstrand for mowing the county lot for $160.00 that did not make it on to the expense list. SS asked if it was pre approved, it was.
· The recent power outage fried the camera DVR, a new DVR from Zosi would have cost $800 so we bought a used system for $300 instead. We do already have them set up. The old cameras, we can sell. I have someone who wants to buy them. TK asked what are they worth, ebay you can buy them for $5 a piece. We have 8 of them. SS said $50. 
· TM asked if she could borrow the bobcat for a weekend, SS asked if she is on the insurance. Yes she is. MB said he is saying yes, as long as you accept responsibility for it and if something breaks you fix it. All of council was ok with it. 

· Ordinance Enforcer & Judge
· No citations issued for June. SS asked if we have had any issued? Ken said yes we have had a few and 1 that paid. But that being said, if you want him to do the job, talk to him. TK asked if he can get ahold of Tessa to get ahold of Ken. KY said yes. Gm said that’s on him, he brought the dog down to Tessa and he should have called Ken. Ken said that’s the other thing, right now we give a letter for a 1st time warning. If it happens again, then we issue the citation. So on one hand, tessa calling him telling him to come get the dog is the warning but on the other hand call me because that’s what you guys are paying me for. Like with the branches, I am aware there are still piles around town but everytime I drive by there is stuff happening with it. KY said he is still trying to figure out the right way to go about it, yes it needs to be taken care of but do I need to be an absolute hard ass about it? If you see something, let me know. Incase I missed it. SS asked if there is a lot of branches around, he said yea Zane, Parsons and Brooks but they are working on it. GM said Andy Irman also has a pile. KY said it also comes down to, unless a formal complaint if filled out and signed, there’s nothing I can do about it. Im just following the rules, not trying to be an ass hole. Eileen asked where we are sitting for dumpsters. KY said we have used 8, so we have 12 more for grass and branches. And to completely honest, with everybody making that pile and the county hauling it away, that saved us big time. 
· MB asked Dennis Killmer if he had a question. Dennis said no. 

· Other Council Items
· MB said since we are going ahead and buying this mower, we don’t need anyone else mowing. Ken said right. MB made motion there will be no more mowing by citizens once we get the mower. TK 2nd, SS aye, GM aye.
· SS asked Golden to explain the expense to him for mowing around the sign and the county lot. SS asked if it was approved, GM said he told Tessa about it and she told him to give her an invoice for it. SS said we have to be very careful when a council member does stuff making money from the city. Because we don’t want to ever give the perception of something bad. She wishes it was pre approved so it was on the record that way. I appreciate you doing it, but at this time im going to say we deny paying it. TK said what if we put it under Gracies name, GM said she did all the work. SS said again it wasn’t pre approved, anybody who has mowed for us in the past it was preapproved. Jayme has mowed for us in the past and not gotten paid for it. We always told her to check with Mike, check with Wayne. GM said so he checked with the wrong person. SS said she makes a motion to approve the expenses except for that one. TK 2nd, MB aye. Golden sustained.
· MB asked Dennis again if he had anything. Dennis said he was hoping the council would address the absence of the mayor tonight. Council said we cannot. That’s his privacy. 

· Motion to adjourn regular Council Meeting at     8: 25 pm    By: SS 2nd: TK, GM & MB aye.
Expenses For Approval: $19,914.03
 Badger $22.38, Advanced Bus. $183.99, FDHU $30.00, NPRW $4417.25, NDCL City Dues $648.00, Visa $3670.51(Harper Parts & SIC), Ward County Assessment Billing $1101.60, ND One Call $6.00, NDLOC annual membership $200.00, Western agency $3108.00, Moore Engineering $654.00, Jamestown Communications (extra key) $2.00, Menards $268.01 ,Golden $175.00

Upcoming Auto Pay: 
Quickbooks $293.00, Ottertail $1845.81, Ottertail for old SRT Building $66.18, SRT $249.82, Verendrye $15,
 Circle Sanitation $2957.50. SRT 


